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Visit to Ludlow

Gerry Jarvis

A dozen members met up in Ludlow on 17 Februatyatee a look at some of Rod
Leary’s map collection.

Three of us from the North West were a little latearriving, due to the
cancellation of our train, but we were met on alriat the Ludlow Assembly
Rooms by a large room filled with three rows oflésbladen with maps, with Rod
describing the contents.

This first collection contained no OS maps, but waslemonstration of
cartographic capabilities from Christopher Saxtamwards, not omitting the
Hereford Mappa Mundi. We were fascinated to learn that the only Brifs&ak
shown onMappa Mundi is Ludlow’s local eminence, Clee Hill. Rod had on
display examples of all the well known cartogragh#tirough to the nineteenth
century, including some quality examples of my fiawe cartographer, John
Cary.

| suspect most of us have problems viewing ourectitbns, so that we can
compare various maps, and | suspect that even dor iIRmust have been an
unique opportunity to see some of his collectione©f his themes was the way in
which successive cartographers used the work afiqure cartographers, with or
without acknowledgment, and this was well demonstrawith the space
available.

Soon we were invited to take a break for lunchhilie option of an excellent
café within the building, whilst Rod took the oppaority to undertake a complete
replacement of maps. When we returned we discovare®S display, filling
again all the tables, and containing many exampiesarly, rare and unusual early
OS maps. My favourite map from this display waseanellent condition cloth-
backed Salisbury Plain dating from mid-nineteerghtary, with no trace of any
military occupation of Larkhill or Bulford.

Later Rod suggested it was an opportunity for agrottomplete change of
display, and we were treated to yet more intergsii® maps.

All too soon it was time to leave, so that Rod do@move his maps from the
building before 1700. Having been involved withitador many years, | am only
too well aware how much work is involved, not omysetting up a display on the
day, but the amount of preparatory work before élvent. So Rod is to be
congratulated for his efforts to give us an excelgay. And we saw nothing of
Rod’s real love of Irish mapping, so | am lookingnward to the next visit to
Ludlow.



