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OS in GJ on CCS www

The Society website has recently benefited from two major enhancements which
provide valuable information on the history of Ordnance Survey and the online
display of more map series.

Thirty two articles (spanning some two hundred pages) of Ordnance Survey
relevance, originally published in Geographical Journal in the period 1896 to
1934, have been uploaded to www.charlesclosesociety.org/GJ These include
several major contributions by Charles Close, HSL Winterbotham, JEE Crater and
JG Withycombe which give a unique insight into the politics and practices,
strategy and objectives of the organisation. Withycombe’s 1929 contribution
Lettering on maps, for example, was the basis for Richard Oliver’s recent article on
the subject.! In addition, shorter unsigned items include announcements or
reviews of new publications and other topical features which bring the period to
life.

The project to collect and publish these extracts was initiated by the Society in
the early 1980s and the work to compile and prepare the items for printing
continued for several years. By 1992 however, the Publications sub-committee
decided the costs of printing and distribution outweighed the likely revenue from
sales. The project was put on ice and the pages put in storage. Now, happily,
with the advances in technology and the advent of the website, the costs of
scanning, uploading and web-hosting have become trivial and the articles are
now freely available for the enjoyment and edification of all.

The second development has been
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yet available for display.

Typical set of results in Sheetfinder, listing the map sheets applicable to the selected
location. Results in green provide a link to the online display of the map itself

1 Richard Oliver, ‘A few notes on map lettering’, Sheetlines 95,33
2 http://www.charlesclosesociety.org/CCS-sheetfinder
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