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Visit to Alan Godfrey Maps

John Davies

This year Alan Godfrey Maps celebrates two notable
achievements. its 25th anniversary and the appearance
of its 2000th map. Alan Godfrey, himself a founder
member of the Charles Close Society, hosted a visit by
the society on 25 April to help mark the occasion.

On a sunny spring day, Alan conducted a tour of t
premises, a former school building in the old mgin
village of Leadgate; led a brief exploration of theality
guided by the reprint of the 1895 25 inch map aadeg
an entertaining account of the history and metluddbe
company.

The company produces reproduction Ordnance me
of local areas. At the heart of the operation esthmera,
a huge contraption with sliding back plate and [zasate
darkroom for the operator’'s controls, acquired seeo
hand from the printers to whom the work was onc
contracted. Two series are produced, reproductim: o
inch maps and reductions of 25 inch (1:2500) maps.

Original maps, generally dating from mid-nineteent
century to the 1920s, are borrowed from libraries
other sources. Once photographed, as ma
imperfections and blemishes as possible are deleied
the negative. Printing from the photographic platsub-
contracted.

Three further ingredients contribute to the sucoéske series; the front cover
illustration, the historical notes and the diregtaxtract. Cover pictures are
carefully chosen to represent, as far as possypeal contemporary views of the
area depicted on the map. These are usually olitgds from Alan’s extensive
and growing collection. Historical notes, aboutO80vords of well researched
local history, are provided by a team of about tieregular contributors,
including Alan himself, who writes about twenty @ay. The extracts from a local
trade directory, typically a contemporary Kelly'sr&ctory, give a flavour of the
shops and businesses flourishing at the time.

What strikes the observer is the care and attemgfioen to detail and quality
to ensure that the finished product is of the hsgls¢andard. The price, however,
is surprisingly low at only £2.20 each.

The maps show the growth of industrial Britain a@sdoads and railways and
are of interest to a wide range of researchersal Ibgstorians, genealogists,
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industrial archaeologists, transport enthusiasts smon. About 30% of business
today is direct sales to individuals via the weysitwwv.alangodfreymaps.co.uk, or
by telephone, and is handled by a small adminiggastaff. Other sales are
through stockists or libraries.

We would like to thank Alan Godfrey for his hosfiitg and his staff, Liz
Atkinson, Annette Christie, Donna Fiddes and Kd#mieson, for the warmth of

their welcome.
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